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Good morning Committee Chair Needleman and Committee Chair Arconti; Vice Chair Fanfare 
and Vice Chair Allie-Brennan; and esteemed Members of the Energy and Technology 
Committee. 

My name is Olivia Greenspan. I am an alumna of Joel Barlow High School in Redding and am 
currently a senior at Fordham University studying Economics. 

I am raising my voice today in support of Proposed HB 5002: An Act Concerning the 
Development of a Green New Deal. 

I am one of the many young people across the nation working on the frontlines of climate 
change, not only marching and advocating for change, but also building the real projects and 
companies putting forth the solutions to decarbonize our atmosphere and oceans, recarbonize our 
soil, and restore the ecological balance that had already been devastatingly corrupted before I 
was even born. 

Representative Steinberg, I support your comment that we must take practical, focused, and 
disciplined measures as we decarbonize. I know you have been a critical advocate for the 
environment. Thank you. I also want to echo Commissioner Dykes’ remark that climate research 
becomes bleaker by the day, further shortening our extremely brief window of time for radical 
action. We need all of your thoughtful, attentive leadership in leading Connecticut toward a 
future that returns to me my right to a habitable environment. Despite the great environmental 
work that has already been done, if the current situation persists –– or, frankly,  anything 
resembling the current situation –– I will not live on an earth that is safe for me and those 
younger than me. 

I know that acting on its longstanding traditional of environmental leadership, Connecticut can 
become the state that models for the nation unprecedented climate action that many I am sure 
will tell you is not possible. I am here to tell you that it is possible. If Connecticut is a smart and 
practical climate leader, many young people like me will stay in, move to, or move back to the 
State –– a state that they know aligns with their values, cares about their future, and views our 
urgent challenge as an opportunity for long term economic growth and prosperity. 

Thank you.


